
Rotary New year Puzzler 
 

If you fancy a bit of a puzzler for the new year then try this: 

 

The theme is World Cinema. 

Most of the clues are quite cryptic but you do not need to be an expert of films and 

film history to answer them. Some clues are just questions 

 

When you have filled in all the answers, then write down and re-arrange the letters that 

are in the red boxes and find the name of the American actor who won an Oscar playing 

the part of an alcoholic. An additional clue they are related to a famous film director. 

 

The winner of the competition is the first person to send me the name of the actor and 

complete the crossword. 

 

The competition will close at the New year BBQ 

 



ACROSS 

 

2. The name of the studio in Germany where one of the greatest silent movies of all time 

about a city was made (10) 

4. This vacuous movie is all about an unlucky Greek god (6,8) 

7. A film with feathers in Bodega Bay (3,5) 

9. He's the last of his generation and his only friend is a pet cockroach until Eve 

arrives in this rubbish movie (5) 

10. Does this film company know everything or nothing about spies? (3) 

11. Walt Disney's eponymous theme park ride inspired this role for actor Johnny Depp 

(4,7) 

12. Steve McQueen tamed a wild Mustang in this film (7) 

15. This is the first name of a famous film raider and also a US state (7) 

16. This film ends with a flower shop seller tramping to meet their anonymous benefactor 

(4,6) 

17. Expectations were high for this famous director who also made films about a bridge 

and travelling to India (5,4) 

18. Last name of an actor who got his break in fresh leather and later went on to make 

my day (8) 

21. This actor infuriated the other members of the jury in this courtroom drama film 

directed by Sidney Lumet (5,5) 

24. Famous French comic character created for a series of films in the 1950s and '60s 

(5) 

26. Meg Ryan arrived here in a state, just in time to meet her future insomniac partner 

(6) 

28. Robert De Niro could not refuse playing him in a sequel. Which actor was offered the 

part in the original movie (6,6) 

30. Harry Houdini gave a famous star of the silent screen this Breaker name, when he 

fell downstairs at 18 months old (6) 

31. The last name of an icelandic singer who sang for a precious owner in a famous NZ 

film (7) 

32. The rise where the rich and famous live in Hollywood is also a girls name(8) 

33. Asian country that makes twice as many movies as Hollywood 

 

DOWN 

1. Makes stuff in Wellington with great effect (4) 

3. This irrational 2012 film appears to be diametrically related to what happens in a 

circle (4,2,2) 

5. This is the British version of something similar started by Douglas Fairbanks at a 

private dinner in the USA in 1929. (5) 

6. The name of a fiery satirical comedy western made in 1974 (7,7) 

7. This film is a famous snoozy film noir (3,3,5) 

8. The first name of the thin sidekick to a hardy gentleman (4) 

13. At one time this was a movie scene(4) 

14. Rex, Hamm, and Slinky were in this film and Randy sang a song about their needy 

friends (3,5) 

19. This mysterious energy existed a long long time ago (3,5)) 

20. In this dystopian colourful Scifi thriller made in the 70’s a murder investigation 

by Charlton Heston leads to a shocking discovery about the food (7,5) 

22. A Canadian River goes after a Stoney actor (4,6) 

23. This film director was born in Palermo, Italy but went on to have a wonderful life 

in the USA (5,5) 

25. This smart park pet is nicked in a series of popular animated films (6) 

27. The first name of the friend that accompanied Lorelei on her trip to Paris where 

they learn that dark hair might be a problem (7) 

29. Film about a couple surviving on a deserted island with shields (4,6) 

 
 


